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Experience is an essential element of being human. Softly and subtly, or harshly, even relentlessly, it envelops and
often enlivens us. Our reactions to experience reflect and create our emotional fingerprints, both defining and
expressing who we are. Yet too often, these reactions to experience are pathologized, diagnosed and labeled
rather than respected, especially if they are transpersonal, numinous, extreme, or exceptional. Experience can be
filled with pleasure, ease and excitement, or it can bring hardship and isolation. Within every experience, however,
lies opportunity.
While we all share some of life’s most basic experiences, our experiences can also set us apart. When that
happens, we sometimes despair of ever being understood. Too often, what passes for “mental health treatment”
involves the imposition of interventions that fail to take into account our experiential histories, the social and
systemic contexts in which our lives have unfolded, and the relational worlds that were our first teachers and
provide the fabric of our days. Yet there are also times when we delight in the coming-together that is the result of
deep listening. Opportunities for transformation are all around us, whether those occur in treatment settings,
through the arts, or in our encounters with others with whom we feel able to share stories and perspectives.
We are happy to announce that the 2022 ISPS-US Conference, “Opportunity Through Experience,” is scheduled to
be held in Sacramento, California, November 4-6, 2022. People with lived experience, family members, clinicians
and researchers are all invited to propose presentations that promote mutual collaboration and respect, and can
allow us to offer each other both greater understanding and more light. We especially welcome proposals from
members of marginalized groups whose experiences have included systemic as well as relational traumas and
challenges.
In 2022, we will feature a special series of events that will introduce the next generation of clinicians to the act and
art of discovering opportunity in extreme states through the provision of deeper listening. We fully expect this
conference to occur in person, but we also plan to take advantage of our newfound electronic savvy to include an
online option, allowing participants and speakers to join us from around the world.

Keynote Speakers
Celia Brown

Celia Brown is a psychiatric survivor and a long time advocate for people with
psychiatric disabilities. She’s a certified peer specialist and was instrumental in
developing and implementing the Peer Specialist Civil Service title for the NYS Office of
Mental Health. She works in the position of Regional Advocacy Specialist for the NYS
Office of Mental Health. She’s a national public speaker and trainer on topics such as
peer support, history of the c/s/x movement and peer specialists. Celia was a keynote
speaker at the Alternatives Conference in 2019 and in 2021 virtually at PEERPOCALYPSE
and Minnesota All Peer Specialist conference. Celia is the founder of Surviving Race: The
Intersection of Injustice, Disability and Human Rights Coalition. She the board president
of MindFreedom International.

Dr. Lionel Corbett, M.D

Dr. Lionel Corbett trained in medicine and psychiatry in England and as a Jungian
Analyst at the C.G. Jung Institute of Chicago. He is a professor of depth psychology at
Paciﬁca Graduate Institute, in Santa Barbara, California. He is the author of six books:
Psyche and the sacred: The religious function of the psyche; The sacred cauldron:
Psychotherapy as a spiritual practice; The soul in anguish: Psychotherapeutic
approaches to suffering; Understanding Evil: A guide for psychotherapists, and The
God-image: From antiquity to Jung. He is the co-editor of four volumes of collected
papers: Psyche's Stories; Depth psychology, meditations in the field; Psychology at the
threshold; and Jung and aging.

Proposal Submission
Please understand that we cannot accept every proposal. Proposals will be judged by their abstracts. We
encourage presenters to create a panel, or to check that they are willing to have their presentations combined
with a similar presentation. All accepted presenters must pay the registration fee or request a scholarship.
Scholarships are not guaranteed and must be requested early, when registration opens. Presenters who would
like to be considered for the Bert Karon Memorial Prize should submit a draft or summary of their presentation
by September 22. Please keep ISPS-US informed of any changes. More details and the submission form are
available at www.isps-us.org.
TYPES OF PRESENTATIONS
INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATIONS (1 hour) include 15-20 minutes for discussion.
PANELS (1 – 1 ½ hours) hours; specify preferred duration) can include 2-5 presenters, and 15-20 minutes for
discussion.
ALTERNATIVE FORMATS are conversation hours, creative workshops, videos, book talks, etc. POSTERS will be
displayed and presented on Saturday. Prize for best student poster!

Submission Requirements
(Posters only require items 1 through 6. Presenters
who do not wish to have their presentation qualify for
continuing education (CE) credit may omit item 12.)
1. Agreement by all presenters to pay the
!!!registration fee or request a scholarship if the
!!!proposal is accepted.
2. Title of presentation (maximum of 15 words).
3. Type of presentation (individual presentation,
!!!panel, alternative or poster).
4. Abstract (maximum of 300 words).
5. The following for each presenter:
Title, name, address, phone, e-mail and, if
applicable, degree and institutional affiliation(s)
Brief biographical statement (maximum of 30
words)
CV or resume (maximum of 3 pages, simple
format - to be copied and pasted into website
form)
Every presenter must complete the online conflict
of interest disclosure. To complete this process,
please go to https://bit.ly/3tNVA4l
6. Contact person if more than one presenter. You
!!!!may not add presenters after May 30th.
7. Audio/visual requirements (we do our best to
!!!accommodate but cannot guarantee all
!!!equipment).
8. Either of the following:
I DO give permission for my presentation to be
combined with other talks on similar topics.
I DO NOT give permission for my presentation to
be combined with other talks on similar topics

9. Either of the following statements:
I DO give permission for my presentation to be
videoed and posted for free on YouTube by
ISPS-US.
I DO NOT give permission for my presentation to
be videoed or distributed by ISPS-US.
10. Expected experience level of target audience:
INTRODUCTORY: No prior knowledge of specific
content required.
INTERMEDIATE: Some prior knowledge, but no indepth knowledge, required.
ADVANCED: Significant knowledge of the
specific topic required.
11. Three learning objectives, including
!!!!measurable goals, stating what the
!!!!participant will be able to do to demonstrate
!!!!learning. See www.isps-us.org for examples.
12. Three or more bibliographic references that
!!!!support the validity of the presentation
!!!!content, from 2017 or later.
13. Would you like to be considered for the Bert
!!!!!Karon Memorial Prize?*
*Dr. Bertram Karon represented the heart and soul
of ISPS-US, and inspired generations of psychotherapists to defy the prevailing belief that people
with psychosis could not be helped through
psychoanalytic
psychotherapy.
ISPS-US
has
chosen to honor Dr. Karon's towering contributions
by creating an annual award for the presentation
that best exemplifies his humane and spirited
quest to promote psychotherapy for psychosis.

DEADLINE AND HOW TO SUBMIT
Proposals must be submitted online at www.isps-us.org by May 30, 2022. Incomplete or
late proposals will not be accepted. Proposals will not be accepted by mail or email.
Questions about the submission process should be emailed to contact@isps-us.org.
Questions regarding content of proposals should be sent to Meeting Chair, John Thor
Cornelius, MD. thorcornelius@gmail.com.

