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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES
Ronald Abramson, MD is in the Full-Time Private Practice of Psychiatry, on the Executive
Board of ISPS-US, a Psychoanalyst, and the author of a book on the need for progressive
innovations in the scientific and clinical practice of psychiatry.
Neha Agrawal, PsyD is an intern at the Center for Multicultural Training in Psychology. Her
placements include the Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights and the
Massachusetts Mental Health Center.
Jeremy Andersen, LMHC is Education Director at Windhorse IMH in Northampton, MA. He is
a Level II AEDP therapist and has done intensive training in Polyvagal Theory with Deb Dana.
Patricia Benedict works for the Yale University Program for Recovery and Community Health,
overseeing the development and implementation of Recovering Citizenship Initiatives, and with
primary responsibility for replicating the Citizens Project nationally and internationally.
Claire L. Bien, MEd is Project Coordinator for the LET(s)LEAD international peer leadership
academy at Yale University, grantwriter, Hearing Voices Network support group facilitator,
author, and mental health advocate, speaker, and educator.
Elizabeth Breier, MA, CPRP is a Peer Professional who has worked in behavioral health in a
variety of leadership roles for nineteen years. She has her MA in Health Advocacy and a
CPRP.
Berta Britz, MSW, CPS reclaimed power and connection in the HVN Movement. She works to
co-create sustainable cultures that honor all voices and facilitate more equitable distribution
and development of knowledge and resources.
Billy Bromage, MSW is a community organizer, developing projects with grassroots leaders,
people with mental illnesses, DMHAS-funded programs, and civic leaders to promote mental
health and inclusion in New Haven neighborhoods.
Beth Broussard, MPH, CHES is an Associate Academic Research Scientist at Emory
University School of Medicine in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.
Celia Brown is the Regional Advocacy Specialist for the NYS Office of Mental Health in NYC.
She was the first peer specialist hired in NYS. She has been involved with the Institute for the
Human Development Arts and the Alternatives Conference.
Marie Brown, PhD is a clinical psychologist and a co-founder of Hearing Voices Network
NYC. She is co-editor of Women and Psychosis: Multidisciplinary Perspectives and Women
and the Psychosocial Construction of Madness.
MaryAlice Brown, MSc has been active in the peer support movement for over a decade. She
has presented at peer conferences held by the Mental Health Empowerment Project and the
Self Help and Advocacy Council.
Robin S. Brown, PhD is a psychoanalyst in private practice and a member of adjunct faculty
for the Counseling and Clinical Psychology Department at Teachers College, Columbia
University.
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J. Tyler Carpenter, PhD is a Board Certified Psychologist who practices clinical, forensic,
academic, assessment, neuropsychology, and consulting psychology. He has been in practice
for over 30 years and has broad experience in public and private settings.
Sarah Carr, PhD is a Senior Fellow in Mental Health Policy, University of Birmingham. She
has experience of mental distress and mental health service use and uses this in her work.
Serena Chaudhry, DSW, LCSW, MPH is a licensed clinical social worker, the Clinical Director
of the Early Psychosis Intervention Clinic New Orleans and is faculty in the Tulane Department
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.
Lane Chazdon, LCAT, MME, MT-BC is a music therapist at the V.A. Hudson Valley Health
Care System Medical Center at Montrose, NY. He worked previously at Menninger Clinic,
Topeka, KS.
Elan Cohen is a clinical psychology doctoral student at Adelphi University and former Peer
Specialist with the NYC Parachute Program.
John Thor Cornelius, MD Medical Doctor and Psychoanalyst
Mark Napoli Costa, MD, MPH is a psychiatrist and an Associate Research Scientist at the
Yale Program for Recovery and Community Health.
Robert Cotes, MD is an Associate Professor at Emory University School of Medicine in the
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.
Jay Crosby, PhD is a psychologist in private practice, and a candidate at the Columbia Center
for Psychoanalytic Training and Research. He was a team leader at an early psychosis
program at Bellevue Hospital.
Larry Davidson, PhD is a Professor of Psychiatry and Director of the Program for Recovery
and Community Health of the School of Medicine at Yale University. He also is Senior Policy
Advisor for the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. His research
has focused on processes of recovery in serious mental illnesses and addictions, innovative
recovery-oriented practices, including peer-delivered recovery supports, and policies to
promote the transformation of behavioral health systems to the provision of recovery-oriented,
person-centered, and culturally-responsive care. In addition to being a recipient of psychiatric
care, Dr. Davidson has been influential internationally in shaping the recovery agenda and in
operationalizing its implications for transforming behavioral health practice.
Ellen Dean, LCSW works in the Office of Federal Grants at Georgia’s Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities. She is the project coordinator for the state’s
Coordinated Specialty Care initiative.
Barbara A. Deck, PhD, MBA is the Executive Director and owner of EIKOS Community
Services, Inc., a psychiatric community residence in Boston, MA.
Loren Dent, PhD is a psychologist in New York. Additionally, he is an instructor at the
Brooklyn Institute for Social Research and a former team leader for an early psychosis
program at Lenox Hill Hospital.
Sohenga Depestre, MA is a 3rd year Clinical Psychology doctoral student at William James
College who is a returning trainee on the Young Adult Team at the Massachusetts Mental
Health Center.
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Disete Devera, MS specialized in Psychology and Psychoanalysis, with emphasis on
Community Care Programs and Institutional Supervision; currently working in the fields of
Mental Health, Collective Health, Psychosocial Attention, Psychiatric Reform and Public
Policies.
Grinasha Marie Dillon is the Clinic Coordinator and Community Engagement Specialist for
the EPIC-NOLA Clinic. She has been a member of this organization for 3 years and has
gained the opportunity to learn, experience and engage with the community and the people
that they serve.
Fabrício Donizete da Costa, MD, psychiatrist and psychoanalyst, is part of the Mental Health
Team of one of the most well known HIV clinics in Brazil, the Extension Service for the Care of
HIV / AIDS Patients, AIDS Home, São Paulo, Brazil.
Michael Dyer, LPC is the Program Manager of the Early Psychosis Intervention Clinic New
Orleans. Michael joined the NOLA team because he is passionate about helping people with
life changing experiences to find grounding and new meaning.
Alberto Fergusson, MD, psychiatrist and psychoanalyst. Developed the approach of
Accompanied Self Rehabilitation. Has published and presented on new ways to understand
psychosis and accompany people in their recovery process.
Ana Florence, PhD is a Clinical Psychologist and Postgraduate Fellow with the Yale PRCH.
She has experience with Community Based Mental Health in Brazil and investigates how Open
Dialogue can inform public policy and services.
John Flowers Since his first episode psychosis and diagnosis of bipolar I disorder in July
2006, John Flowers has been dedicated to recovery and the comprehension of his own
experience.
Barry A. Floyd has been a voice hearer for over six decades. He has facilitated more than 14
support groups to help voice hearers learn to understand and cope with their symptoms and
continues to do this work.
Tanya Frank, MFA, author and parent, writes on the intersectionality of motherhood and
disability. She is a trained psycho-social rehabilitation counselor, and a volunteer interviewer
for The Psychosis Summit. southbayprojectresource.org/psychosis-summit/
Elizabeth Maria Freire de Araújo Lima, PhD Full Professor at Faculty of Medicine, University
of São Paulo, Brazil; PhD in Psychology at Universidade Católica de São Paulo and post-doc
at University of the Arts, London, UK.
Eric Friedland-Kays, MA is a Senior Clinician and Senior Administrator at Windhorse
Integrative Mental Health, in Northampton, MA, where he has worked for two decades. He is
extensively trained in Psychosynthesis Counseling and Polyvagal Training.
James E. Gorney, PhD is a psychoanalyst and the author of numerous clinical papers. He
worked at the Austen Riggs Center and taught at New York Hospital - Cornell, Duquesne, and
University of Tennessee.
Jillian Graves, PhD, LMSW is an assistant professor at Eastern Michigan University. Her
areas of interest include emerging adult identity development, sibling research, and families of
people with schizophrenia.
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Clinton Green, LMSW is a Training and Implementation Specialist at The Center for
Rehabilitation and Recovery. He has worked in Behavioral Health for almost 15 years in a
variety of roles.
Marty Cindy Hadge, IPS, after years of childhood trauma and hearing voices, is creating a life
they find worth living with the Western Mass Recovery Learning Community and the Hearing
Voices Network.
Helena Hansen, MD, PhD is Associate Professor in the Depts. of Anthropology and
Psychiatry at NYU. She has published widely in clinical and social science journals ranging
from JAMA and NEJM to Social Science and Medicine and Medical Anthropology.
Annie Harper, PhD works as an instructor in Yale University’s Department of Psychiatry. She
researches how vulnerable populations, particularly low income people with mental illness,
cope with poverty and financial difficulties, and how to support them.
Nicole Havas, LMHC is the outreach/recruitment coordinator and a clinician with the
OnTrackNY team at Lenox Hill who takes a strength-based approach to empower individuals
to attain goals.
Dietra Hawkins, PsyD is Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Yale Medical School, a
behavioral health systems consultant, and licensed clinical psychologist. Expertise in cultural
and linguistic approaches to eliminating racial and ethnic health disparities; and cultural
competence.
James Douglas Headrick, MAMFT is an individual psychotherapist at the Early Psychosis
Intervention Clinic New Orleans. He has a particular clinical interest in EMDR and is exploring
the use of EMDR with people after their first episode of psychosis.
Corrine Hendy, Open Dialogue Peer Practitioner (PG Cert) is a peer support specialist
working with Open Dialogue in Nottingham UK.
Gail Hornstein, PhD is Professor Emerita of Psychology at Mount Holyoke College and
Director of the Hearing Voices Training and Research Project. This film is part of that work.
Rebecca B. Jaynes, LCPC is a living, breathing member of humanity, who therefore lives with
a spectrum of experiences that she uses to inform her work in a FEP program in Portland,
Maine, as part of a dynamic recovery-focused team.
Charlotte Jevons, PsyD is a clinical psychologist who practices psychotherapy for patients
with psychosis. She is currently in training to become a psychoanalyst at the Psychoanalytic
Institute of Northern California.
Gerald Jordan, PhD is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Yale University examining growth following a
first episode of psychosis and the ways that persons with mental illness give back to others
and society.
Eren Kafadar is a neuroscience major from Istanbul, Turkey. She has been working at the
Powers Lab since summer 2018, and is a STARS Fellow at Yale, which provides funding for
undergraduate researchers.
Toshiko Kobayashi, MA studied at NYU. Worked at NYS psychiatric hospital. Founder of
Expressive Origami Therapy emphasizing treating psychosis. Presents, lectures, organize
events, and supervise internationally. Has authored books, chapters, articles, and essays.
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Barbara Jean Kocsis, MD is a psychiatrist and psychoanalytic psychotherapist practicing in
Sacramento, CA. She is currently in training to become a psychoanalyst at the Psychoanalytic
Institute of Northern California.
Brian Koehler, PhD is an Adjunct Associate Professor at New York University and Columbia
University, Assistant Editor of the journal Psychosis, past president of ISPS-US and past
executive board member of ISPS. He has a full time practice in Manhattan.
Mila Kirstie Kulsa, MA, after graduating from NYU in Psychology with Honors, earned her
Master’s from Teachers College Columbia University and is currently a Doctoral Candidate in
Clinical Psychology at Adelphi University.
Tamar Lavy, MD endeavors to practice humble psychiatry focusing on collaborative persondirected drug withdrawal, tapering, and psychotherapy. She has additional specialization in
Integrative and Holistic Medicine.
Jane Lefkowitz, LMSW is a peer support specialist at the Early Psychosis Intervention Clinic
New Orleans. Jane uses her lived experience to support and empower individuals after their
first episode of psychosis.
Casadi “Khaki” Marino, PhD, LCSW is a social worker and has lived experience of madness.
She currently works as a psychiatric social worker in an emergency room.
Christina Marsack-Topolewski, PhD, LMSW is an Assistant Professor at Eastern Michigan
University. Her research focuses on adults with disabilities and their caregivers, including
advocating for aging caregivers.
Caroline Mazel-Carlton is Director of Training at the Western Massachusetts Recovery
Learning Community, promoting self-determination and mutual support across the globe, and
Training Coordinator for the national Hearing Voices Research and Development Project.
Catalina Mourgues, PhD’s main research interest is to understand the development and
interaction between cognition, language, and creativity. She works on developing psychometric
instruments to better capture these constructs across different contexts and modalities.
Bonney Moxley, MA is Deputy Director of the Consumer Quality Team of Maryland. She has
an MA in Counseling and has been an advocate for mental health for over 10 years.
Judy E. Murray, RN and Mental Health Advocate/Educator, Founder DAN, Board Member for
Advocacy Unlimited. Following her son Dan's suicide, she became an advocate for others
struggling with unusual perceptions.
Aly Negreira, PhD is a postdoctoral fellow in the Clinical Neuroscience Division of the National
Center for PTSD at the West Haven VA. She uses translational neuroscience to understand
symptoms of PTSD.
José Guilherme Nogueira Passarinho is a master’s student in Psychology from
Universidade Estadual Paulista Júlio de Mesquita Filho – UNESP (Assis-SP). He has
experience in public service running Freudo-Lacanian Psychoanalytic psychotherapy groups.
Shannon Pagdon is a peer specialist with the OnTrackNY team at Lenox Hill who offers a
non-clinical perspective on the participants’ recovery drawn from lived experience.
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Eunhong Park, ATR is a project manager at Origami Therapy Association. As an art therapist
and school counselor, she works for the Center for Urban Community Service, and at Tenafly
Academy School’s aftercare and summer programs.
Jenna Pastorini, MSc is an aspiring psychiatrist with a master's degree in Transcultural
Psychiatry from McGill University. She has dabbled in global mental health and is an advocate
of responsible, reflective qualitative research.
Anthony J. Pavlo, PhD is a clinical psychologist and an Associate Research Scientist at the
Yale University Program for Recovery and Community Health. His research focuses on
recovery-oriented and person-centered practices in mental health care.
Matthew Peters, MSc As a researcher with lived experience of psychosis, his research is
informed by both his experience of recovery and as a peer mentor.
Kimia Pourrezaei, DO is a psychiatrist with the OnTrackNY team at Lenox Hill who works
from a holistic and patient-centered perspective to facilitate the healing process and recovery.
Albert Powers, MD, PhD is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Medical Director of the
Yale PRIME Psychosis Prodrome Research Clinic. His work focuses on the neural
underpinnings of unusual perceptual experiences.
Jim Probert, PhD is a psychologist and coordinator of Peer Support at the University of
Florida. He has reclaimed his life after his extreme states were diagnosed as incurable mental
illness.
Brittany Quagan, MS/LPC is a voice-hearer who controls her experiences through
mindfulness techniques. She has a private practice and also works at the PRIME Clinic at
Yale.
Daniela Ravelli Cabrini is a master’s student in Psychology investigating new approaches of
mental health public policies. Experienced in working with groups in mental health services
employing art techniques; clinical practice is inspired by Freudian psychoanalysis.
Nithya Ravindran, DO is a fellow in child psychiatry at Tulane University School of Medicine.
Her clinical areas of interest include childhood trauma, clinical high risk and first episode of
psychosis populations, and peri-partum women's mental health.
Graziela do Carmo Reis, MPH is a Psychologist, master's in public health and Post Master in
Trauma Informed Care. Extensive experience in strategic planning, training, and management
in health care/mental health.
Jeremy Reuling, LCSW, NYCPS works utilizing a peer-professional viewpoint. He is Director
for OnTrackNY at MHA of Westchester, is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and a New York
Certified Peer Specialist.
Jenae A. Richardson, MS is a fifth-year doctoral candidate at Long Island University Post and
is currently completing her pre-doctoral psychology internship at the University of Arizona in
Tucson, AZ.
Bunny Rodriguez, MSW lives with her husband and two children. She currently works in a
co-occurring disorder program. Bunny was raised by loving parents who have experienced
psychosis.

ISPS-US 18th Annual Meeting
Psychosis, Citizenship, and Belonging: Forging Pathways toward Inclusion and Healing

Jessie Roth is a writer, artist, storyteller and activist who passionately believes in the power of
personal narrative to reform contemporary mental health care. She is inspired by her family's
experiences with the mental health system.
Michael Rowe, PhD is Professor of Psychiatry and Co-Director of the Program for Recovery
and Community Health (PRCH) at the Yale University School of Medicine, Principal
Investigator of the Citizens Community Collaborative at PRCH and Co-Chair of the IRCC.
Jazmine Russell, NYCPS is a mental health advocate and trauma survivor dedicated to
radical wellness. Jazmine has a degree in Applied Psychology from NYU where she focused
on critical psychology and alternatives in mental health.
Paul S. Saks, PhD is a Psychologist at Mid-Hudson Forensic Psychiatric Center, is an Adjunct
Professor at Teachers College and has a private practice. He earned his doctorate at Adelphi
University and trained at NYU Postdoc Program.
Alexander “Sandy” Smith, MA coordinates a CMHC program in Vermont. Over the past 6
years he facilitated applications of open dialogue. He recently collaborated with Dr. Fergusson
with the Community Bridges Project.
Lisa Spears, LPC is the Chief Clinical Officer for Aspire Behavioral Health and Developmental
Disabilities in Albany, GA. She was previously the Youth and Young Adult Services
Coordinator at Aspire.
David L. Stark, MS earned an M.S. in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Southern New
Hampshire University in 2018. David is a published author and has been a Peer Educator at
Windhorse since 2014.
John Strauss, MD Grew up in Erie Pennsylvania, College at Swarthmore, Medical School at
Yale, Special student with Jean Piaget, Geneva Switzerland, Research at National Institute of
Mental Health, Faculty at U. Rochester, Yale.
Corrine "Mitzy Sky" Taylor shares her journey through writing, spoken word and
videography. She’s consciously unlearning messages that prevented her from living
wholeheartedly. Her life experiences guided her to write iamnotyourmentalpatient.com.
Halle Thurnauer, MA is a clinical psychology doctoral student at Long Island University who is
interested in psychodynamic/interpersonal approaches and early intervention for adolescents/
young adults experiencing psychosis.
Lauren A. Utter, PsyD is a psychologist and director of psychology training at the Prevention
and Recovery in Early Psychosis (PREP) Program and Young Adult Team at the
Massachusetts Mental Health Center.
Amanda Weber, MS is a psychologist in training at the Massachusetts Mental Health Center
and a current graduate student at Boston College.
Adam Weg, LCSW is a primary clinician with the OnTrackNY team at Lenox Hill who is
passionate about helping individuals with psychosis find relief and work towards their personal
goals.
Ashley Lena Weiss, DO, MPH is an adult and child psychiatrist, faculty in the Tulane
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. She developed and is medical director of
Early Psychosis Intervention Clinic (EPIC-NOLA).
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Angie S. Williams, CPS-P is the System of Care Coordinator for Aspire Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities in Albany, GA. A Parent Peer Specialist, she works with families in
Aspire’s Evolve program.
Bridgett Williamson is the Co-director of the Citizens Project for Yale’s Program for Recovery
and Community Health. Her work began as a peer mentor for Columbus House, Inc. She is
also a Research Assistant at Yale.
Pat Wright, MEd is a parent educator/advocate for families, especially those experiencing
psychoses. Her qualifications: being friend, sister, daughter, mom and spouse of those who
experience extreme states as well as herself.
Kate Wyer, MFA has lived experience of mental illness and serves as the Director of The
Consumer Quality of Maryland. They are also a writer.
Philip T. Yanos, PhD is a professor of psychology at John Jay College, CUNY.
Silvio Yasui, PhD Full Professor of Psychology at the UNESP. Over 20 years of experience
and scientific contributions in the field of Psychosocial Care; Collective Health; Public Health;
Mental Health; counseling Mental Health professionals and trainees on healthcare services.
Saras Yerlig, trained in Intentional Peer Support, is the Youth Peer Support Partner for
Portland Identification and Early Referral, a program supporting youth experiencing psychosis
in Portland, Maine.
Ljiljana Zecevic, PhD is a team leader and a clinician with the OnTrackNY team at Lenox Hill
who works from integrative perspective in helping individuals achieve their goals.
Luyu Zhang is a psychology master’s student at NYU. He is interested in understanding
schizophrenia and psychosis from both biological and psychosocial perspectives. He plans to
complete a PhD in clinical psychology, and become a researcher and a clinician.

