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Presenter Biographies 

 
Joseph I. Abrahams, MD was born in 1916, Dallas, Texas. Educated in New York City, M.D. at Emory 
University 1939. Psychoanalytic training, Washington Institute of Psychoanalysis. Interests, psychoanalytic 
treatment of severe disorders. 
 
Ronald Abramson, MD For forty years, Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Tufts University School of 
Medicine, Distinguished Life Fellow of American Psychiatric Association, Graduate of the Boston 
Psychoanalytic Institute, Private Practice of Psychiatry, Wayland, MA. 
 
Alexandra L. Adame, PhD is Associate Professor of Psychology and teaches MA students in the tradition of 
existential phenomenology. She writes about the psychiatric survivor movement, psychosis, and Martin Buber. 
 
Zelda G. Alpern, MSW values meaning-making and network-based approaches to supporting people in 
emotional distress. Influenced by open dialogue and the hearing voices network, she works at the Counseling 
Service of Addison County. 
 
Edward Altwies, PsyD is the Program Manager for the Visiting Nurse Service of New York Queens Mobile 
Parachute team that conducts home-based network therapy based on the practices developed in Open Dialogue. 
 
Diana Babcock speaks from personal experience, working with and for her voices outside the professional 
mental health system, using formal and informal peer networks and a great deal of creativity. 
 
Chelsea H. Bagias, PsyD is a licensed psychologist in Northern California specializing in Thought Disorder 
and Voice Hearing for the past 10 years. She currently works at an outpatient program with an integrated 
treatment team. 
 
Charles Boisvert, PhD is a Professor in the Department of Counseling, Educational Leadership, and School 
Psychology at Rhode Island College and is a practicing clinical psychologist at the Rhode Island Center for 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 
 
Ghislaine Bourdon is a recovered patient wanting to share her life's experiences. She has a Bachelor's Degree, 
and taught swimming in France. She loves life, and what it offers. 
 
Benjamin K. Brent, MD is a psychiatrist who has published on schizophrenia and a mentalization-based 
psychodynamic approach to psychosis. 
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Harold J. Bursztajn, MD Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Part-Time, Harvard Medical School, Co-Founder 
Program in Psychiatry and the Law of Harvard Medical School, President and co-Director, American Unit of 
UNESCO Chair in Medical Ethics 
 
Steve A. Cadwell, PhD Educator about group therapy, stigma, shame, gender, sexuality. Written on these 
topics. Consult with agencies, colleges, hospitals on these topics. Private Psychotherapy, 35 years. Boston, MA. 
 
Bill Cahalan, PhD is a clinical and ecological psychologist who has done psychotherapy with psychotic 
breakdown in five inpatient settings. He has also helped a family member undergoing breakdown and recovery. 
 
James Tyler Carpenter, PhD is a Board Certified (Clinical) Licensed Psychologist Provider. He has worked as 
a clinician, medical researcher, correctional psychologist, disability medical consultant, and instructor. He 
practices clinical and forensic psychology in Randolph, MA. 
 
Georgia Case is head of Idea Group, a PR, marketing and fundraising consultancy for nonprofits. She received 
a BA in Journalism-Public Relations from California State University, Long Beach. 
 
Marilyn Charles, PhD, ABPP, Austen Riggs Center, is the author of Psychoanalysis and Literature: The 
Stories We Live. Research interests include creativity, psychosis, resilience, and the intergenerational 
transmission of trauma. 
 
Ty Colbert, PhD, a clinical psychologist, serves on the boards of two professional organizations. He has 
received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Society for Ethical Psychology and Psychiatry. 
 
Irene C. Coletsos, MD Psychiatrist at Community Healthlink community mental health clinic, including screen 
and treatment of early psychosis, Training at the Prevention and Treatment of Early Psychosis Clinic of 
Massachusetts Mental Health Center, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center/Harvard Medical School. 
 
Martin A. Cosgro, PhD has helped clients struggling with psychosis for over thirty years in out-patient, in-
patient, residential and forensic settings. His experience continues to benefit clients, clinicians and families. 
 
Larry Davidson, PhD is a Professor of Psychiatry at the Yale University School of Medicine, where he directs 
the Program for Recovery and Community Health. 
 
Françoise Davoine, PhD Psychoanalyst in private practice. Now retired from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en 
Sciences Sociales, Paris. Member of the ex Ecole Freudienne founded by Jacques Lacan. Member of ISPS-US. 
 
Lisa C. Dobkowski, LCMHC has worked at the Counseling Service of Addison County for 10 years in clinical 
and supervisory roles. She has been training in and applying open dialogue practices over the past 3 years. 
 
Smita Ekka Ewan, PhD obtained her Ph.D. in Social Work from Fordham University School of Social Service. 
She currently works as an administrator and adjunct professor at Fordham. 
 
Ross Ellenhorn, PhD is trained as a sociologist, psychotherapist and social worker. He is the CEO and owner 
of Prakash Ellenhorn, an intensive and holistic outreach program in Boston. 
 
Liz B. Espinoza, LCSW is a primary clinician and outreach and recruitment coordinator for the OnTrackNY 
program at Parsons Child and Family Center in Albany, NY. 
 
Joan Fiset, MA is a psychotherapist in Seattle WA. Now the Day is Over -Blue Begonia 1997 won the King 
County Book Award last October. Blue Begonia also published Namesake. 
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Lisa S. Forestell works with WMass Recovery Learning Community (RLC), Advocacy Unlimited, Inc. and 
Foundation for Excellence in Mental Health Care Hearing Voices T&R Fund concentrating on human rights and 
advocacy. 
 
Alyssa Fredrick, MA is currently a first-year student in the Neuropsychology concentration at the Illinois 
School of Professional Psychology's Psy.D. program with interest in research about neuropathology and brain 
functioning. 
 
Michael D. Garrett, MD is currently the Director of Psychotherapy Training at SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center. He has a particular interest in combined psychodynamic and cognitive behavioural treatments of 
psychosis. 
 
Patricia L. Gibbs, PhD is a psychoanalyst and licensed psychologist in the Metro-Detroit area for the past 37 
years. She has worked in private practice, community clinics, and as a clinical supervisor. 
 
James E. Gorney, PhD is a psychoanalyst and the author of numerous clinical papers. He worked at the Austen 
Riggs Center and taught at New York Hospital-Cornell, Duquesne, and University of Tennessee. 
 
Kimberleyann Green is a peer consultant and peer employment provider affiliated with the Opening Doors 
program. 
 
Marie C. Hansen, MA is a clinical psychology doctoral student at Long Island University in Brooklyn, a 
member of the Maternal Psychology Laboratory at Teachers College, Columbia University, and staff therapist at 
Columbia Psychiatry’s Lieber Recovery & Rehabilitation Clinic. 
 
Omar Sultan Haque, MD, PhD investigates questions at the intersections of psychiatry, social science, 
philosophy, and religion. He is co-Director of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, American Unit. 
 
Tau Harris is a peer specialist intern at Manhattan Psychiatric Center. He was diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia, and was in and out of a few hospitals. He enjoys facilitating and co-facilitating groups at MPC. 
 
Kevin Healey draws on a life of working with voices, senior leaders and integrated project teams, in peer 
support, WRAP, and hearing voices groups, training others and collaborating on art exhibitions. 
 
Lawrence E. Hedges, PhD, PsyD, ABPP is a psychologist-psychoanalyst in private practice in Orange, 
California, who trains psychotherapists and psychoanalysts. He is director of the Listening Perspectives Study 
Center and founding director of the Newport Psychoanalytic Institute. Listeningperspectives.com. 
 
Elahe Hessamfar, PhD is a former business executive and has a PhD from the University of Aberdeen in 
Scotland. She is the author of In the Fellowship of His Suffering: A Theological Interpretation of Mental Illness–
A Focus on “Schizophrenia.” 
 
Rebecca B. Jaynes, MA, LCPC is a clinical counselor with the PIER Program in Portland, ME, and provides 
consulting/supervision for communities implementing models of Early Intervention for Psychosis with the PIER 
Training Institute, LLC. 
 
Deborah Jordan, RN, MEd is a former RN and current mediator. She is a community activist and organizer. 
She is a Quaker and lives in an urban ecovillage. 
 
Sarah Kamens, PhD Postdoctoral Associate, Specialized Treatment Early in Psychosis (STEP) program, Yale 
School of Medicine. 
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Bertram P. Karon, PhD, ABPP Professor Emeritus (2010), Psychology, Michigan State University; Former 
President, Division of Psychoanalysis, APA. 
 
Matcheri Keshavan, MD is Stanley R Cobb Professor and Vice-Chair of Psychiatry, Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center; Harvard Medical School and a senior Psychiatrist adviser at the Massachusetts Mental Health 
Center, Boston MA. 
 
Brian Koehler, PhD teaches in the Dept. of Social Work and Postdoc Program in Psychotherapy and Psychosis 
at NYU, and at CUNY in the Graduate Psychology Department. He maintains a private practice in Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY and Manhattan. 
 
Debra Kram-Fernandez, PhD, MSW, MS obtained her Ph.D. in Social Welfare from the City University of 
New York Graduate Center in 2011. She is currently Assistant Professor at SUNY- Empire State College. 
 
Ewelina Lakomy is currently a second-year student in the Neuropsychology concentration at the Illinois School 
of Professional Psychology's Psy.D. program with interest in research about neuropathology and brain 
functioning. 
 
Susan G. Lazar, MD Supervising and Training Analyst, Washington Psychoanalytic Institute, Clinical 
Professor of Psychiatry, George Washington University School of Medicine, Clinical Professor of Psychiatry 
Uniformed Services, University of the Health Sciences. 
 
Dalia S. Manjarres Cohen is currently a third-year student in the Neuropsychology concentration at the Illinois 
School of Professional Psychology's Psy.D. program with interest in research about neuropathology and brain 
functioning. 
 
Denise C. Maratos, EdM is a Ph.D. candidate at Pacifica Graduate Institute, and a graduate of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education, who is currently doing her internship at the Children’s Hospital LA with high 
risk youth. 
 
Casadi “Khaki” Marino, PhD, LCSW is mad identified and facilitates a Hearing Voices group. Her research 
focuses on social recovery and Mad Studies. 
 
Sara Markowitz, PhD received her Clinical Psychology Ph.D. from FDU. Her passion is program development 
of psychological and psychoeducation that reach the broader community. Teaching skills are valuable. Above 
all, humanity and genuineness heal. 
 
Rebecca Miller, PhD is a psychologist and Assistant Professor at the Yale School of Medicine, Department of 
Psychiatry, and is Director of Peer Support at Connecticut Mental Health Center, using her lived experience 
with mental illness to inform her work. 
 
Uma C. Millner, PhD has been the principal/co-principal investigator on several research initiatives 
investigating the community engagement of individuals with serious mental illness with a specific focus on 
work and employment. She is the Project Director of the study. 
 
Amy Morgan, LICSW is Assistant Director of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services at Advocates in 
Framingham, Massachusetts. She completed Level 2 training in Dialogic Practice at Mary Olson’s Institute for 
Dialogic Practice. 
 
Judy E. Murray, RN is the founder of D.A.N. (Dignity and Advocacy Network), formed in the wake of her son 
Dan's suicide. Member of YNHH Behavioral Health Patient/Family Advisory Council and Connecticut Suicide 
Advisory Board. 
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Lauren K. O'Connor is a first year clinical psychology doctoral student at John Jay College/City University of 
New York. Her research focuses on individuals diagnosed with severe mental illness and self-stigma. 
 
Peter M. Pascatore, MA is an early career analysand-in-formation and social worker in Chicago. He is 
interested in Lacanian and Freudian treatments for people with extreme and psychotic experiences. 
 
Anthony J. Pavlo, PhD is an Associate Research Scientist at the Yale University Program for Recovery and 
Community Health. His professional interests include recovery-oriented and person-centered approach to mental 
health care. 
 
Cindy Peterson-Dana, LMHC is Director of Peer and Recovery Support Services in Westchester. A lifelong 
advocate for a trauma informed, person-centered, relational approach to mental health services personally and 
professionally. 
 
Narsimha Reddy Pinninti, MD is PACT Psychiatrist and Professor of Psychiatry at Rowan University. Dr. 
Pinninti is certified Cognitive therapist and uses CBT, MI and Yoga mindfulness based Cognitive therapy 
(YMBCT) for psychosis. 
 
Mark F. Poster, MD was trained initially in internal medicine and oncology before training in psychiatry and 
psychoanalysis. He has a long standing interest in mind body relationships. 
 
Crystal C. Ramirez, PhD has worked in mental health professions for approximately ten years in various out-
patient and residential programs, public and non-profit, striving to understand at ever greater depths the human 
condition. 
 
Jeremy Ridenour, PsyD is a Postdoctoral Psychology Fellow in the Psychoanalytic Studies Program at the 
Austen Riggs Center whose research includes psychological testing and the psychotherapy of schizophrenia. 
 
Annie G. Rogers, PhD is Professor of Psychoanalysis and Clinical Psychology at Hampshire College and Co-
Director of its Psychoanalytic Studies Program. She has a psychoanalytic practice. Her most recent book is 
Incandescent Alphabets: Psychosis and the Enigma of Language. 
 
Ashis Roy, MA Psychoanalytic Psychotherapist, and Faculty (MA Psychology, MPhil Psychotherapy & 
Clinical Thinking). Interests: Clinical research and clinical thinking, developing models of psycho-social clinical 
thinking. 
 
Sarah Satguman, LCSW is a social worker and instructor. She has been responsible for preparing the Opening 
Doors curriculum and delivering the intervention as a career counselor. 
 
Ryan Scanlon, with his academic background in psychology, is currently employed as a case manager in a 
transitional housing setting. His long term goal is to normalize the institution of mental health. 
 
Erin B. Seery, MD is a Postdoctoral Psychiatry Fellow at the Austen Riggs Center. 
 
Burton N. Seitler, PhD Clinical Psychologist/Psychoanalyst; Founder/Editor: Journal for the Advancement of 
Scientific Psychoanalytic Empirical Research; former Director: Counseling And Psychotherapy Services, 
Ridgewood/Oakland, NJ and NJI Child Adolescent Psychotherapy Studies program. 
 
Ann-Louise S. Silver, MD The founding president of ISPS-US, Dr. Silver served on the medical staff of 
Chestnut Lodge for 25 years.  She is in private practice of psychoanalysis and psychotherapy, in Columbia, MD, 
www.mdpsychotherapy. 
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Alexander W. Smith, MA is a program director at the Counseling Service of Addison County. Over the past 3 
years he has trained in and helped implement open dialogue informed practices. 
 
Michael Stein, JD, PhD holds a J.D. from Harvard Law School and a Ph.D. from Cambridge University. Co-
founder and Executive Director of the Harvard Law School Project on Disability, and a longtime Visiting 
Professor at Harvard Law School, he has also taught at New York University, Stanford, and William & Mary. 
Stein holds an Extraordinary Professor chair at the University of Pretoria’s Centre for Human Rights, and a 
visiting professorship at the Free University of Amsterdam. An internationally recognized expert on disability 
law and policy, Stein participated in the drafting of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, works with disabled peoples organizations around the world, actively consults with governments on 
their disability laws and policies, advises a number of UN bodies and national human rights institutions, and has 
brought landmark litigation. His path-breaking scholarship of over one hundred pieces has been published 
globally by leading journals, and he is the co-editor of several book collections. Stein has received numerous 
awards for his work, including the inaugural Morton E. Ruderman Prize for Inclusion, the inaugural Henry 
Viscardi Achievement Award, and the ABA Paul G. Hearne Award, and was appointed by President Obama to 
the United States Holocaust Council. 
 
Sandra Steingard, MD is Chief Medical Officer, Howard Center, Burlington, Vermont, USA and Clinical 
Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Vermont College of Medicine.  
 
Ira Steinman, MD practices Psychiatry in San Francisco, focusing on the Intensive Psychotherapy of 
schizophrenia and other severe disturbances. He is the author of TREATING the 'UNTREATABLE' and co-author 
of SELF PSYCHOLOGY and PSYCHOSIS. 
 
Tom Stockmann, MD works as a psychiatrist in North East London. He has completed the diploma in Peer-
supported Open Dialogue and practices as an Open Dialogue clinician. 
 
Ross Tappen, MA is a psychologist at Manhattan Psychiatric Center. He supervises interns, heads the trauma 
treatment service and trains in group therapy. Recently he has been focusing on clinician/peer collaborations. 
 
Sacha Alexander Tikhomirov-Lawrence, CPsychol AFBPsS works in forensic services in a capacity of 
Chartered Psychologist. 
 
Charles E. Turk, MD is a psychiatrist/psychoanalyst dedicated to treating severely disturbed individuals. He 
has worked in in-patient and partial hospital settings and currently volunteers time in a community mental health 
center. 
 
Lauren A. Utter, PsyD is a clinical psychologist and team leader for the OnTrackNY program at Parsons Child 
and Family Center in Albany, NY. 
 
Kathryn Vessel is the research assistant on the Opening Doors project. 
 
Ruvanee P. Vilhauer, PhD is a clinical psychologist/researcher studying the relationship between voice hearing 
and normal thinking processes, public perceptions of voice hearing, and phenomenology of voice hearing in the 
general population. 
 
Rachel (Rai) Waddingham is an experienced international trainer and development worker who specializes in 
innovative ways of supporting people who struggle with extreme states, including children, young people and 
people in prison who hear voices. 
 
Frederick J. Wertz, PhD Professor of psychology, Fordham University; co-author; Five Ways of Doing 
Qualitative Analysis: Phenomenological Psychology, Grounded Theory, Discourse Analysis, Narrative 
Research, and Intuitive Inquiry; president-elect, Society for Qualitative Inquiry in Psychology. 



ISPS-US 15th Annual Meeting: From Reductionism to Humanism: Moving Forward from Psychosis and Extreme States 
 

 
David W. Wilson, MEd is a psychoanalyst in Wilmington, Delaware with experience as a community 
corrections substance use and mental illness program designer and as a psychologist for the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Pat Wright, MEd is a Parent Educator. She has envisioned a Family Group within ISPS since 2009 when she 
joined the First Episode Psychosis Program (2009) where her son was hospitalized. 


